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BY SAMANTHA NELSON FOR REDEYE I REDEYE@REDEYECHICAGOOOM » GET MORE SPONTANEOUS EAT. DRINK. DO. IDEAS AT REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


BOURBON & BITES BENEFIT 
State and Lake Chicago Tavern 

201 N. State St 312-239-9400 
A three-course dinner paired with Woodford Reserve cocktails includes bourbon-cured salm- 
on, foie gras, and smoked hazelnut shortbread with banana caramel and praline. Proceeds 
benefit the Greater Chicago Food Depository. 6-9 p.m. $55. Tickets: eventbrite.com 
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TAPPING 
The Map Room 

1949 N. HoyneAve. 
773-252-7636 

The brand cel- 
ebrates its 174th 
anniversary by 
flying in a keg of 
unfiltered, un- 
pasteurized beer 
from the Czech 
Republic, which 
you can try while 
chatting with beer 
master Robert 
Lobovsky. 7 p.m. 
No cover. 



FIRST LOOK: SEASONS 

Fulton Market Gallery 319 N. Justine St 312-810-5690 
Enjoy wine, champagne and light bites as you view more than 50 images 
of stilettos made by Rashelle Roos, each based on the talents, interests and 
character of a different person the artist has met. 5-9 p.m. 


TWAS THE FIGHT 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS’ 

The Public House Theatre 

3914 N. Clark St 773-230-4770 
The Robert Frosty Theatre 
Company’s sketch revue pits Santa 
Claus, Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer and Frosty the Snowman 
against the forces of secular 
America. 8 p.m. $5. Tickets: 
thepubtheatre.com 


‘ELECTRODIDE: ANCIENT 
ELECTRONIC GODDESS’ 
lO Chicago 

1501 N. Kingsbury St 312-929-2401 
Bryant Smith’s electric 
beatboxing funk opera tells the 
epic tale of Electrodide, who 
battles The Evil Regime while 
sailing a ship powered by The 
Groove. 10:30 p.m. $5. Tickets: 
ioimprov.com/Chicago 




WEDNESDAY 

Bye, November 



THURSDAY 

\233 

Hi, December! 



FRIDAY 

^030 


HAPPY HOUR OF THE DAT 


Bottlefork (441 N. Clark St. 312-955-1900) offers $1 shots of Breckenridge bourbon from 5:15-5:25 p.m. 



RAGSTOCK 


LAKEVIEW WICKER PARK SCHAUMBURG 

812 W. Belmont Ave. 1459 N. Milwaukee Ave Woodfleld Mall 
Alley Entrance 773-252-4880 847-969-0944 

773-868-9263 


CHAMPAIGN 
627 S Wright St 
217-344-2549 
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Jeshaun Averhart raises his megaphone ^ 
as he leads airport workers during a strike I 
at O’Hare International Airport on T uesday. 
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By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz i Chicago tribune 
Hundreds of workers at O’Hare 
International Airport spent Tuesday on 
strike to protest low wages, but officials 
said it had little impact on flight 
operations. 

The strike, organized by the Service Em- 
ployees International Union, involved bag- 
gage handlers, janitors, airplane cabin clean- 
ers and wheelchair attendants, many of whom 
convened for a rally in front of the airport 
at noon. Including supporters, the crowd 
swelled to i,ioo, one police officer estimated. 

“We’re not asking for special treatment, 
we’re asking for decent treatment,” said Kisha 
Rivera, 41, who has worked as a cabin cleaner 
for four months and makes the city’s $10.50 
a hour minimum wage. She later corrected 
herself: “We’re not asking, we’re demanding.” 

Along stretch of sidewalk on the departure 
level between terminals 2 and 3 was clogged 
with chanting, sign-waving protesters who 
hooted when cars honked in support as they 
drove past. Other protesters who couldn’t fit 
were corralled closer to Terminal i. 

Some 500 O’Hare airport workers, out of 


about 2,000, voted to participate in the strike, 
SEIU Local I spokeswoman Izabela Miltko- 
Ivkovich said. She estimated that’s how many 
workers were on the strike line, but that num- 
ber could not be independently verified. 

The striking workers are employed by sub- 
contractors Scrub, Prospect Airport Services 
and Air Serv, which are hired by the airlines. 

The Chicago Department of Aviation re- 
ported no flight disruptions. 

The strike at O’Hare 
was one in a series of na- 
tionwide protests held 
Tuesday that involved a 
broad swath of workers, 
including airport work- 
ers, fast food employees, 
graduate assistants, child 
and health care workers 
and Uber drivers. 

The protests were organized by the Eight 
for $15 campaign, led by the Service Employ- 
ees International Union. 

The day began early in Chicago, when some 
200 people crowded outside a McDonald’s in 
West Town, chanting and waving signs. 

While a $15 minimum wage and union 
rights have been the clarion call for the move- 


ment, the nationwide protests planned in 
340 cities and 20 airports Tuesday also were 
meant to signal to newly elected leaders, not 
least President-elect Donald Trump, that the 
activists would “not back down” from several 
social justice causes they worried were under 
threat. 

People outside the McDonald’s carried 
signs that read “Stop Killing Black People” 
and “No Deportations.” 

The protesters sat on 
the ground at the inter- 
section of Chicago and 
Damen avenues until po- 
lice officers asked them 
to stand and led them 
away to buses that were 
waiting. Cook County 
Commissioner Jesus 
“Chuy” Garcia and Aid. Carlos Ramirez-Rosa 
(35th) chanted with them. 

Police said 55 protesters were detained and 
cited. 

Antonio Hernandez, 28, who earns mini- 
mum wage at KEC, was among those cited. 

“I’ve had enough of selling my existence for 
below what I feel it should be,” he said. 

Hernandez, who had worked in construc- 


tion in Elorida before moving back to Chi- 
cago, his hometown, last year, said he couldn’t 
find a construction job fast enough so he de- 
cided to try a career in the fast-food industry 
He said he hopes to eventually own one or 
two KEC franchises, but on his current wage 
he can’t make ends meet and has to supple- 
ment his wages performing renovation work 
on friends’ homes. 

Lorena Gallardo, 19, who has worked as 
a cook at McDonald’s for two years, earns 
$10.50 an hour and says that isn’t enough to 
help her mom cover household expenses. 

Her mom, who has worked at McDonald’s 
for 15 years, also makes $10.50 an hour. 

Gallardo, who also is trying to save money 
to return to college after dropping out be- 
cause she couldn’t afford it, said she is happy 
that Chicago is on its way to a $13 minimum 
wage, but the city won’t get there until 2019. 

“That’s a long wait,” she said. “Bills don’t 
wait.” 

The protests outside McDonald’s subsided 
after about an hour as protesters moved on to 
their next target, at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital, before heading to O’Hare. Some 
protesters popped into McDonald’s for some 
breakfast before moving on. 


"I’VE HAD ENOUGH 
OF SELLING MY 
EXISTENCE FOR 
BELOWWHATIFEEL 
IT SHOULD BE.” 

-Antonio Hernandez, 28 , 

who earns minimum wage at KFC 


3 


REDEYE I WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2016 




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2016 I REDEYE 


4 


(Cliiraflci Sribunc 

PI I ir 

QLUC JI\Y 

SOCIAL 


JBESEHTEDBH' 


GENTLEMAN 
^ JACK 


Join us for an evening of 
engaging conversation and 
Gentleman Jack cocktails 
with Chicago's most 
motivated professionals. 

Thursday, Dec 1 1 6 p-in. 
Workspring | 30 w, Monroe st. #400 

MUST BE 21+ TO ATTEND 
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/the chatter / JOIN THE CONVERSATION 


Is it OK to fly with that? 
Ask TSA on social media 


By Eli Panken i blue sky innovation 
Can you bring that pie to your family in a car- 
ry-on bag when you fly home for the holidays? 

The Transportation Security Administration 
has the answer for that. But don’t bother calling 
them— they prefer to answer over Twitter. 

The administration created @AskTSA in 
May 2015 to field the questions and concerns 
of everyday travelers over Twitter. The TSA 
doubled down on their social media response 
team with the addition of an AskTSA Face- 
book page this past July 

Jennifer Plozai, a deputy assistant admin- 
istrator for public affairs at the TSA, said the 
accounts have responded to more than 95,000 
inquiries, with the page managers aiming to re- 
spond to every request within an hour. 

“People were, quite honestly pleasantly sur- 
prised that TSA was being so helpful, friendly 
and quick to respond to their questions,” 
Plozai said. “It really turned the perception 
people had about TSA on its head.” 

Plozai said the AskTSA efforts have led to 
more follow-up questions and more informa- 
tion about flyers’ airport experiences. 

AskTSA grew as an extension of the TSA’s 
Public Affairs team. The social 
media accounts let the organi- 
zation handle questions about 
approved personal items as well 
as complaints and concerns 
over TSA wait times at different 
airports. 

The TSA also uses Instagram 
to showcase some of the often 
humorous objects passengers 
try to bring on flights. Officials 
also write a blog in which they 
elaborate on their 140 -charac- 
ter responses. 

“There is no time to talk, to 
listen, to engage with each oth- 
er {at the airport},” a post on the 
blog reads. “There isn’t much opportunity for 
our Security Officers to explain the ‘wh/ of 
what we ask you to do at the checkpoint, just 
the ‘what’ needs to be done to clear security 
... Our ambition is to provide here a forum for 



“This angle grinder was discovered in a carry- 
on bag at Atlanta (ATL). Could this possibly be 
for splitting Aunt Betty’s homemade dinner 
rolls? All power tools are prohibited from 
carry-on bags. They may be packed in checked 
baggage. #ThanksgivingTravel’’ 

-@TSA Instagram 

lively open discussion of TSA issues.” 

The AskTSA accounts attract some angry 
comments, too. Social media officials are in con- 
tact with TSA officials at individual airports and 
can relay issues. 

Plozai, who is based in Washington, D.C., 
says the accounts are run by 10 
team members who monitor the 
mentions and messages sent to 
both the Twitter and Facebook 
accounts. 

The AskTSA team also works 
with airline and airport social 
media accounts to redirect ques- 
tions about check-in, boarding 
and more. 

With the holiday season 
coming up, @AskTSA expects 
a spike in incoming mentions 
and messages about travel con- 
cerns. Plozai said passengers ap- 
preciate having someone at the 
agency to reach out to. 

“Based on the number of ‘thank you’ mes- 
sages we receive every day, travelers seem to 
genuinely appreciate the fact that we’re here 
to make their travel experience safer and a bit 
more pleasant.” 



Story courtesy of 
Chicago Tribune’s 
Blue Sky Innovation, 
featuring news, 
analysis and events 
related to innovation, 
entrepreneurship 
and the next Big Idea. 
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Copyright ©2016 Chicago Tribune 
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RAY'BAN 

Original aviator sunglasses 
with polarized lenses. $200. 
★ WebID 800912. 

See the entire collection 
at SUNGLASS HUT AT MACY'S 
and at macys.com/sunglasshut 


SAMSUNG 

Icon X earbuds. 199.99. 


DIOR SAUVAGE 

3-pc. set: 3.4 oz. Eau 
de Toilette Spray, 

2.5 oz. Deodarant 
Stick and 1 .7 oz. 
Aftershave Bainn. 
SlIS.^WeblD 
2900515. 

CALVIN KLEIN JEANS 

Men's icon jogger 
pants. Cotton/ 
polyester. 69.50. 

★ WebID 2990762. 


VIRTUAL REALITY 
HEADSETS 

Fronn top: Sannsung 
GearVR. 99.99. 

★ WebID 3008669. 
Dreann Vision. $60. 

★ 3095800. 


FREE SHIPPING ONLINE & FREE RETURNS Free shipping with $99 purchase. Exclusions apply, see macys.com/freereturns ^ Want the perfect gift? Let My Stylist @ Macy^S 
help - the service is FUN, FAST & FREEl Call 1-800-343-0121 to make an appointment or visit macys.com/mystylist ^ Advertised merchandise may not be carried at your local Macy's & selection 
may vary by store. Prices & merchandise may differ on macys.com. 61 10225 
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LIGHT SHOWS, PARACHUTING SHIRTS, FUNNY VIDEOS-HAWKS GO TO GREAT LENGTHS TO ENTERTAIN FANS 


By Chris Sosa i redeye 

P ATRICK KANE CORRALS THE PUCK NEAR THE SLOT, 

splits two defenders, goes airborne momentarily and flips the puck over 
the goaltender’s left shoulder. The blast of the goal horn is followed by 
fans dancing to “Chelsea Dagger.” Blackhawks fans can count themselves lucky 
in that they’ve experienced many thrilling snapshots like Kane’s unbelievable goal 
against Montreal recently And while memories such as these are why fans pack 
the United Center, there’s a slew of people whose job it is to entertain the crowd 
between the highlights on the ice. 


All the scoreboard videos, on-ice presenta- 
tions, even Tommy Hawk— all of it is designed 
to mesmerize fans without distracting from 
the game itself 

“We don’t want to take over the game,” 
said A.J. Dolan, the Blackhawks’ senior man- 
ager of game operations and entertainment. 
“We’re never too circus-y, and we never make 
fun of the other team. It’s hockey with a side 
of fun, not fun with a side of hockey” 

On game nights, that task involves doz- 
ens of employees working largely behind the 


scenes, including 25 wearing headsets in dif- 
ferent parts of the arena. 

Call it the TV show within the TV show 

Look up 

During Hawks (and Bulls) games, you’ll find 
Sergio Lozano directing 14 staff members in 
the control room on the seventh floor near 
the press box. They are surrounded by dozens 
of monitors and are responsible for every- 
thing on the board from the time the doors 
open until the lights go out for the night. 
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It can mean a lot of 12- or 14-hour days 
between September and June. Not that he’s 
complaining. 

“There might be a Bulls game one day and 
a Hawks game the next,” said Lozano, the se- 
nior director of scoreboard operations at the 
United Center. “If you look at our December 
schedule, it’s pretty tight, back and forthwith 
both teams. They’re long days, but they’re fun 
days.” 

One of the stars of the pregame show, 
which is also designed by Lozano’s team in 
cooperation with the Hawks, is the 3-D pro- 
jections shown before the game. After renting 
the 12-projector system for the first few pre- 
sentations starting in 2013, it became a per- 
manent part of the UC repertoire last season. 
Highlights, photos, video game-type graph- 
ics— if it’s available to them, they’ve tried it. 

“Our job is to push the envelope and see 
what people haven’t seen before, and there 
is a trial and error with that,” Dolan said. “It 
might be a little weird, people might not get 
it, but I think that’s OK in our line of work 
because if you’re not trying new things, then 
you’re just kind of settling for what is safe, and 
I don’t think that’s what we want to do.” 

The Hawks even have taken a page out of a 
popular band’s playbook. 

“We were the first team ever to do the 
synced-up wristbands [that light up], for the 
2013 banner-raising ceremony,” Dolan said. 
“We were the first professional team to do 
that with on-ice projection. I saw Coldplay 
do that and that kind of sparked our interest.” 

All these plans come together days before 
each game, when Dolan gives Lozano the 
basic rundown; that way Lozano’s team can 
put graphics and other display features in 


place. That said, the flow of each game means 
changes on the fly 

“It’s never like A to Z, let’s run through it 
and it’s just scripted,’ ” Dolan said. “Let’s say 
Corey [Crawford] makes a great save and we 
have to do sponsor stuff Well, [we might say] 
‘Let’s switch this up so we can get out of our 
break quickly and Serg can show some replays 
so we can get some pump-up music into the 
faceoff so we can keep it more hockey and less 
sponsorship.’ 

“I don’t want to make it seem like sponsor- 
ship is second tier, 
because it is very 
important to us, 
but it’s how to fit 
that in within the 
game’s scope so it’s 
not out of place.” 

They must be 
doing something 
right, as early this 
year the Black- 
hawks game opera- 
tions department 
and United Center 
scoreboard opera- 
tions department 
were named the 
NHLs Best Overall 
Video Display and 
Production for the second consecutive year. 
The award is handed out at the annual Infor- 
mation Display Entertainment Association 
Conference. 

“I think people are coming here to be en- 
tertained,” said Lozano, who has worked for 
the United Center in several capacities since 
the arena opened in 1994. ‘And I think they 


know when they come to a Blackhawks game 
they expect to be informed and entertained 
at the level we’re doing it now on a consistent 
basis.” 

THE DIGIT 

Six 

That’s how many in-house cameras are used 
per game at the United Center (two wireless 
cameras that roam the concourse and other 
areas of the stadium, and four cameras at 
fixed locations). Those are cameras used for 
the Kiss Cam, Fan 
Cam and other 
promotions during 
each game. 

Cue the 
music 

Dolan and the 
Blackhawks crew 
understand that 
in certain situa- 
tions— a goalten- 
der makes a huge 
save, a player hits 
the post with a 
shot, two players 
drop the gloves, or 
goals are scored, of 
course— it’s best to 
let the crowd noise carry the emotion of the 
arena. 

Other times, the team employs music to 
put fans in a positive state of mind. 

“For me, [music is] the No. i emotional 
draw outside of the actual game,” Dolan 
said. “I put myself in the seats and try to 
think of what I’d want to listen to at certain 



I think people are 
coming hereto 
be entertained. 
And I think they know when 
they come to a Blackhawks 
game they expect to be in- 
formed and entertained at 
the level we’re doing it now 
on a consistent basis.” 

— Sergio Lozano, senior director of scoreboard 
operations for the United Center 



times. Every game is different. The first pe- 
riod is different from the last five minutes of 
the third period. Whether it’s ‘Fight for Your 
Right’ by the Beastie Boys, which we play all 
the time, or a song no one’s heard that’s by 
Avenged Sevenfold that’s just kind of out 
there but has a really cool track, that’s some- 
thing that we would try and see if it works 
and if it works, we’ll try it again.” 

Dolan calls about 75 percent of the mu- 
sic during Hawks home games. The other 
25 percent comes from Hawks DJ Michael 
Horn and longtime organist Frank Pellico. 

“It’s really kind of a feel thing,” said Dolan, 
who added that there will be about 100 
songs played from the time the doors open 
until the end of the game. “You’ll hear a lot 
of Pearl Jam, you’ll hear a lot of ’90s alt rock. 
You hear from Led Zeppelin or the Doors 
or the Beatles, a lot of stuff like that as well. 
We try to be across the board. I think we do 
a pretty good job, but there are also times 
when you play a song and you go, ugh, that 
didn’t work.” 

Horn also handles a lot of the warmup 
mixes and sound design and editing for the 
team’s highlight videos, and Pellico provides 
the music as Jim Cornelison belts out the na- 
tional anthem as well as other spots through- 
out the game. 

The franchise collects feedback through 
its website as well as through social media. 

“Overall it’s mostly positive,” Dolan said. 
“No news is almost good news in our indus- 
try because if you’re kind of just there and 
you’re doing it and it’s seamless, then you’re 
doing a good job.” 

THE DIGIT 

25 

That’s how many years Pellico has been the 
Blackhawks organist, which predates the 
United Center by three years. He’s such a fix- 
ture that he’s performed at Hawks champion- 
ship rallies as well as before the premieres of 
team films commemorating Stanley Cups. 

But ... it looks so easy 

The concept is simple: During the second 
intermission, fans and celebrities shoot a 
puck toward the goal, and if it goes through 
one of three slots in a board covering the net, 
that person wins money for themself or their 
Continued on Page 8 » 
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« Continued from Page 7 

favorite charity: 

It has taken on a life of its own in its 35-plus 
years, in part because famous faces from Cuba 
Gooding Jr. to Danica Patrick to Simone Biles 
to numerous others have tried their hand at it. 

Shoot the Puck did see some backlash two 
years ago as fans circulated a petition online 
to encourage the organization to stop playing 
the song titled “The Stripper” while female 
fans participated. In August 2014, the team an- 
nounced it would cease the practice, insisting 
the change was inevitable. 

‘As we’ve grown in our demographics, we’ve 
had to change certain elements, and that’s 
certainly one of them,” said Peter Hassen, the 
Hawks’ vice president of marketing. “I don’t 
think we could have just the good-looking 
woman come out and have all the men enter- 
tained. We’re not hiding from that, that’s part 
of what it was and what hockey was maybe 
20 years ago. 

“But hockey and the Blackhawks brand 
have elevated and changed to the point where 
45 percent of our fan base is female and we 
can’t ignore that and we have to answer to that. 
We have to make sure that we’re entertaining 
those folks as weU and not embarrassing some- 
body or putting somebody in an awkward situ- 
ation.” 

Even with that rough patch. Shoot the Puck 
is a perennial crowd-pleaser. Case in point: 
Hassen said even NHL replay officials in To- 
ronto have made a point to watch it. Same goes 
for longtime NBC play-by-play announcer 
Mike “Doc” Emrick when he’s in town to call 
a Hawks game. 

“We see people betting on it now and then,” 
Hassen said. “It’s taken on a whole subculture 
of its own. ... If you watch, it’s really remarkable 
how many celebrities from Mr. T to athletes 
around Chicago [participate], and you’re like, 
‘Wow, I can’t believe how many people have 
done this.’ ” 

THE DIGIT 

Zero 

That’s how many shirts Gooding Jr. had on by 
the time he was done celebrating his Shoot 
the Puck success in September 2014. 

BONUS DIGIT 

13,500 

That’s how many Hawks shirts are dropped 
via parachute from the United Center rafters 
during the regular season. Your best chance 
to get one is on a Sunday; 500 are dropped 
during games played on Sundays as opposed 
to 250 on games played on every other day of 
the week. 

strange but true 

In addition to the stats, instant replays, high- 
light reels and other scoreboard staples, every 
so often the organization unveils snippets fea- 
turing Hawks players letting their guard down 


or being quizzed on pop culture. 

“It’s a little more pressure-packed than you 
think,” defenseman Trevor van Riemsdyk said. 
“You get on the spot there and all of the sudden 
you can’t think of movies or characters. Those 
[videos] are always fun.” 

One that debuted this season is titled 
“Stranger Tweets,” merging Netflix’s hit 
“Stranger Things” with odd comments from 
fans via Twitter. Such as this one that tagged 
Kane: 

“ ‘Sometimes when I’m eating alone, I pic- 
ture @88pkane sitting next to me humming 
the melody of “Everybody Have Eun Tonight” 


by Wang Chung,’ ” Kane reads in the video be- 
fore looking up and adding, “OK, cool.” 

Hawks goaltender Corey Crawford has 
appeared in several videos, including one that 
required him and his teammates to name 
popular songs with only quirky instrumentals 
as clues. 

“[The organization does] a great job with 
that,” Crawford said. “They always come 
with some different kind of ideas and the fans 
love it. ... I couldn’t figure out a bunch of [the 
songs]; I was pretty disappointed. But it’s fun.” 

Eans at the UC should be on the lookout 
for the public-service announcement that 


features a stern-faced Jonathan “Captain Seri- 
ous” Toews extolling the virtues of fans waiting 
until play is stopped before leaving their seats. 
It’s a hockey twist on NBC’s “The more you 
know” spots. 

“Leaving your seat during game play isn’t 
funny” a deadpan Toews says in the video. “It’s 
selfish and wrong.” 

“We gave him a couple lines [and said], 
‘Which one would you want,’ and he’s like, ‘I 
want this one,’ ” Dolan said. “He’d say it two 
or three different times. Once you get him in 
front of the camera, he wants to make sure he 
does it right.” 

“We’ve been fortunate because this whole 
core group kind of came in together young, and 
that’s when we really started to push the enve- 
lope with Sergio and his crew and A.J.,” Hassen 
said, referring to players who have won several 
Stanley Cups, including Kane and Toews. “It 
really came together at the right time with cre- 
ative ideas and game presentation and having 
a willing group of players that are able to do 
different things that maybe in other situations 
there’s no access [to players] there.” 

THE DIGIT 

Six 

That’s about how many takes Toews needed 
to deliver his “stay seated” PSA. “We wanted 
him to be very serious about something that’s 
important to our fans, but it’s something you 
can joke with,” Dolan said. “... He killed it, 
and we’ve run it for two years now” 

@REDEYESPORTSCHI I CHSOSA@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 
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GIFTS 



Finding the ultimate gift for the sports fan 
starts here with exclusive memorabilia, 
commemorative books and so much more. 



Kris Bryant Player Poster 
$35.00 



Chicago Blackhawks Hoodie 
$59.95 


SHOP NOW at redeyechicago.com/shopholiday 

— — ?TC1«E or call 866-622-7721 


REDEYE I WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2016 








LENNY GILMORE/REDEYE PHOTOS 
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TEAM 

The culinary stars behind Entente 
are serving up Michelin-level fare 

By Michael Nagrant i for redeye 

F orrest Gump was wrong. Sometimes 
life is not like a box of chocolates. You 
do know what you’re going to get. In 
the restaurant business, this means that 
people with good track records tend to churn out great 
work over and over again. The folks behind Lakeview 
newcomer Entente— owner Ty Fujimura (Small Bar, 
Ani, Arami), chef partner Brian Fisher (Schwa) and 
pastry chef Mari Katsumura (Blackbird, Acadia) — are a 
veritable dream team. 

I celebrated a major wedding anniversary at Arami a few 
years back. Blackbird is the restaurant that inspired me to 
become a food writer. Schwa is my ideal for punk rock-fueled 
fine dining. And Acadia served me one of the best meals I’ve 
ever had in Chicago. Still, even dream teams fail. There are 
too many egos and clashing personalities, or, in the case of a 
restaurant, too many proverbial cooks in the kitchen. Heck, 
the 2004 U.S. men’s Olympic basketball squad loaded with 
LeBron James, Carmelo Anthony and Dwyane Wade got 
schooled, only grabbing a bronze medal. I stopped in recently 
to see if Entente was 2004 Olympic loser LeBron or 2016 
Cleveland Cavaliers world champion LeBron. 

THE ROOM 

At first. Entente was looking like 2004 LeBron. The front 
room, featuring soft gray-colored walls and sharp modern 
planters stuffed with succulents and pussy willow branches, 
was kind of zen. But I didn’t sit in that area; I was whisked 
into a long, narrow room in the back filled with cold exposed 
brick, unsightly baseboard heaters, glass pendant lamps that 
looked like they’d been plucked from Home Depot and a 
fake-looking plant that was backlit so it cast a spooky shadow 
on the ceiling. Tables were outfitted with generic wooden 
chairs that looked like they’d been borrowed from a TGI 
Lridays. The only redeeming quality of the room was that it 
offered an open view of Lisher and his crew cooking. It felt 
like a quick, cheap repurposing of the now-defunct Ani and 
not a thoughtful rebuild of a space. 

THE FOOD 

Part of the reason I’m so sensitive to the quality of the space 
is that Lisher and his crew are so talented. Their high-quality 
fare deserves a temple. Chicken liver ($13) is now more ubiq- 
uitous than pork belly on restaurant menus, but Lisher’s liver 
is pureed to velvet in a Vitamix Vita-Prep blender, leaving it 
smoother than all other contenders. It’s topped with a ring of 
winey Concord grape jelly and tiny tufts of salty sweet pump- 
kin seed butter, and it comes with tangy house-baked charred 


n 



sourdough made with rye flour. Dipping the 
bread into the mousse elicits the same kind 
of savory-sweet satisfaction you’d get from a 
childhood peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 

For many iceberg lettuce is considered 
a tasteless scourge. I urge those people to 
check out Katsumura’s “wedge” ($13), maybe 
the G.O.A.T. salad Fve ever had. Crisp icy 
leaves are ringed with thick lardons of salty 
slab bacon, creamy heart-stopping funky 
cambozola blue cheese and sweet sun gold 
tomato jam infused with white plum. The 
whole thing is dusted with tomato powder, 
dehydrated tomato full of mouth-delighting 
umami. Sprigs of dill pop and refresh each 
bite, and a moat of mayo- and sour cream- 
based herb-infused green goddess dressing 
rests in the middle of the lettuce cup. This 
dressing should be bottled and sold. I 
licked my plate clean once the salad 
was gone. 

Then there’s the Carolina 
Gold risotto ($17), featuring 
buttery Parmesan and funky 
Australian black truffle-larded 
heirloom rice rimmed with circles 
of pureed duck yolk. Each spoonful 
was as comforting as a glass of Pappy 
Van Winkle 23 -year-old bourbon gulped 
down while sitting next to a roaring fire. The 
dish is also a nod to and inspired by Fisher’s 
history aka Schwa’s iconic quail egg ravioli. 

The only dish I struggled with was a 
Japanese-inspired duck ($24) featuring a 
fermented miso yogurt crisp, smoked black- 
berries and turnips. I loved the duck, which 
was lithe and sliced like sashimi. But the 
blackberries were leathery and chewy and 
the yogurt crisp reminded me of an insipid 
communion wafer. 

RATINGS KEY DEAD UPON ARRIVAL 

PROCEED WITH CAUTION GIVE IT SOME TIME 

TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT OFF TO A GOOD 

START HEATING UP ALREADY HOT 


THE DESSERT 

A profiterole ($13) burst with chocolate and 
sour cherry and a root beer-like perfume. 

It’s a complex and compelling update of the 
traditional French-style chocolate-drizzled 
pastry stuffed with vanilla ice cream. 

THE DRINKS 

One of the coolest and most unique things 
about Entente is the house soda program 
overseen by beverage director Angie Sil- 
berberg. Instead of watery sodagun Coke, 
honey-roasted figs and dried shiitake mush- 
rooms are infused into a simple syrup spiked 
with tarragon, resulting in the Figgy Shrooms 
soda ($8). While I was intrigued, I was also 
on the fence about ordering it because I was 
in a drinking mood. My server told me there 
was a secret “Long Island iced tea” ver- 
sion of the drink if I needed a little 
boost. I bit. Mixed with bourbon, 
rye, orange liqueur, white rum 
and tequila, the drink was boozy 
but also savory sweet and lip- 
smacking. 

THE SERVICE 

The tip-off to the secret cocktail was 
just one of many fine acts performed by the 
service staff that night. When I went to the 
restroom, my napkin was refolded and placed 
on the table. Water glasses never went lower 
than half-full. When I finished one drink, the 
menu appeared so I could order another. 

BOTTOM LINE 

The food and drink here are Michelin-level 
quality Chef Fisher and pastry chef Katsu- 
mura are two up-and-coming Chicago chefs 
to watch. The dining room isn’t going to win 
any design awards, but the meal is so compel- 
ling, you’ll hardly care. 

MICHAEL NAGRANT IS A REDEYE CONTRIBUTOR. 

REPORTERS VISIT RESTAURANTS UNANNOUNCED. 

AND MEALS ARE PAID FOR BY REDEYE. 


REVIEW 

Entente 

3056 N. Lincoln Ave. 
872-206-8553 

4c 4c 4c 

Off to a good start 


’Ip' 

16th Annual Holiday Show 
Dec 1-4 

oneof 
a kind 



Shop from 600 talented 
artists at Chicago's favorite 
holiday shopping event. 


Dec1 

11am-8pm 

Dec 2 

11am-8pm 

Dec 3 

10am-7pm 

Dec 4 

10am-5pm 


The Mart, Chicago 

$12 adults / Kids 12 and under free 
For details and tickets: 
oneofakindshowchicago.com 


Produced by 

theMART 

A VORNADO PROPERTY 
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Let it Snow! 


SHOP NOW THRU NOVEMBER 30TH AND 
WHEN IT SNOWS 6 INCHES ON NEW YEAR'S DAY, 

YOUR PURCHASE IS FREE! 



Receive a full refund on any jewelry or watch purchase made between November 18th and 
November 30th, 201 6 if it snows 6 inches or more on New Year's Day 201 7 at O' Hare Airport*. 


OLN PARK 

1457N. HALSTEDST. 
773.327.8800 



PAINFUL 

VARICOSE 

VEINS? 

Varicose veins are MORE than 
just a cosmetic problem. 


USA Vein Clinics has successfully treated thousands of patients with our 
minimally invasive, non-surgical technique. 

S Varicose Veins QLeg Pain & Cramps 0 Ulcers & Blood Clots 
O' Spider Veins Q'Heaviness& Swelling [^Difficulty Walking 

[pitching & Burning QSkin Discoloration Long Distances 


USA 

Vein 
Clinics 


W 


Medicare and most insurances accepted! 

( 224 ) 330-2604 

6 Convenient Locations 
Libertyville • Oak Park • Belmont 
West Archer • Northbrook • Elk Grove Village 



USA Vein Clinic is the nations ONLY coast-to-coast vein clinics! 


www.USAVeinClinics.com 


*Please see store or www.jamesandsons.com for complete rules and details. 




© June, 201 6 USA Vein Clinics®. All rights reserved. 
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By Jenny Rogers i the Washington post 
The four-episode “Gilmore Girls” revival, 
which debuted Friday on Netflix, offers fans 
plenty of material to critique. Abandoned 
plotlines (Lorelai and Luke’s 20 -minute foray 
into pregnancy surrogacy), missing key char- 
acters (Sookie), not enough Dean (important 
to some people), occasionally flat dialogue 
(the first excruciating few minutes), unlikely 
plot devices (Lorelai really can’t think of 
something nice to say about her father at his 
funeral?) and absurdity without charm (the 
Stars Hollow musical, the Life and Death 
Brigade sequence) abound. But its worst 
sin, for which no one associated with this 
production can be forgiven, is revealing that 
Rory Gilmore is actually a monster. 

The old Rory had flaws, but she remained a 
revelation— a shy, smart teen girl who gets the 
guys is still a rarity on TV The new “Gilmore 
Girls” episodes only highlight the worst of 
Rory’s qualities: her impulsiveness, her selfish- 
ness, her inflated sense of her own worth, her 
tendency to quit at the first sign of trouble— 
and now she’s a grown woman, one who 
doesn’t seem to have learned from any of her 
mistakes. The revival also introduces us to a 
terrible new quality in her: amorality Turns out 
there’s nothing revelatory about an adult who 
moves through the world so thoughtlessly 

Ten years have lapsed from when we last 
saw Rory victorious, graduating from Thle 
with a journalism job and a newly single sta- 


tus. But Rory at 32 feels more like what Rory 
at 24 might have been. She is freelancing here 
and there but apparently not making a liv- 
ing— as she puts it, she is “broke.” Somebody 
though, she maintains a residence in Brooklyn 
and regularly flits back and forth from Lon- 
don, where we find her carrying on a pointless 
affair with her college boyfriend, Logan. 

Meanwhile, Rory has a boyfriend of her 
own, Paul, to whom she is so indifferent that 
she can’t even be bothered to break up with 
him, despite cheating on him repeatedly with 
Logan and once with a guy in a Chewbacca 
costume. A running joke in the new episodes, 
that everyone repeatedly forgets about Paul, 
feels like a rip-off of the Ann/Egg story line 
from ‘Arrested Development.” Worse than 
being derivative, though, it makes Rory seem 
unbelievably callous. 

Rory’s professional missteps don’t do 
much to endear her to viewers. She throws 
away a perfectly good opportunity to write 
for GQ and squanders an interview for a gig 
that she deems beneath her. Informing her 
mother that she will be revealing the painful 
details of her past in a book and then throw- 
ing a tantrum when Lorelai (understandably) 
objects isn’t exactly a pro move or a decent 
thing to do, either. 

She does not, to my recollection, ever 
appear to be reading, when her voracious 
book habit was what separated her from 
the typical TV teenage girl. And maybe 


most irritatingly she refuses to accept the 
circumstances that have placed her back 
at Stars Hollow (her lack of job, her lack of 
direction), angrily snapping at all the kind 
town folk who welcome her back: “I’m not 
‘back’!” And why is she always haranguing 
people about this missing red outfit of hers? 
Girl, keeping track of one’s clothes is a fairly 
typical adult activity 

As for Rory’s surprise pregnancy, no judg- 
ment there —perhaps being a parent will help 
her channel some of her mother’s fortitude. 

It’s not like we never saw Rory make a 
mistake in the original series. She made 
huge, life-altering ones, like sleeping with 
her married ex-boyfriend, stealing a yacht 
and dropping out of Yale. But they were the 
sins of a very young woman who was both 
sensitive and a little bit selfish. We forgave 
and empathized with her mistakes, partly 
because we saw how much they pained her 
and partly because she wasn’t like any TV 
character we’d seen. 

But regret or remorse, or even self-reflec- 
tion, do not seem like qualities that the new 
Rory is familiar with. Calling the Rory of to- 
day “flawed” creates a too-generous compari- 
son to more-interesting leading ladies such as 
Alicia Florrick, Nancy Botwin, Cersei Lan- 
nister or, frankly Lorelai Gilmore. Rory isn’t 
“flawed.” She’s simply unkind and ungrateful, 
in the most common way possible. Her fans 
deserved better. 


CONCORD 


MUSIC-HALL 


DECEMBER 1ST 

BOOKA SHADE 


W/DOORLY 


DECEMBER 2ND 
I SEVEN LIONS 

DECEMBER 9TH 
tm QUEENSRyCHE 

W/ ARMORED saint. 


midnight eternal 


DECEMBER 10TH 
12TH PLANET: 


i5 SMOG 1 0YR ANNIVERSARY 


DECEMBER 16TH 
^ y KSHMR 
^ W/DREZO 


DECEMBER 17TH 



(EXTENDED SET) 


DECEMBER BOTH 

FIYAWRAPPERSUPERJAM 

(UMPHHEY^ MCGEE 
AFTER PARTfl 



DECEMBER 31 ST 

MALA RODRIGUEZ: 
NEW YEARS PARTY 



DECEMBER 31 ST 
FUTURE ROCK: 

(UMPHREY'S MCGEE 
AFTER PARTY] 



JANUARY 7TH 

REAL FRIENDS & KNUCKLE 


I I { 


t 


PUCK HOUDAY SHOW 


WWW.CONCORDMUSICHALLCOM 
2047 N. MILWAUKEE 1 773.570.4000 
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If YOU lived at... 

Princeton Park Homes 

Headquartered at: 9119 South Stewart Ave, Chicago, IL 
and were in a valid lease agreement any time between 

February 25, 2006 and October 13, 2016 

YOU could get money from a class action settlement. The deadline to 
file a claim, to opt out or to object to the Settlement is January 1 1 , 2017. 
For more information: 

Call (800) 418-4240 or go to 
www.PrincetonParkSettlement.com 



WE ARE HERE TO HELP! NOT JUDGE! 

HEROIN AND 
PAIN PILL 
ADDICTION 




V'*' 


LOW COST & CONFIDENTIAL 

^$20.00 TRANSPORTATION 
CREDIT FOR JOINING 

with mention of this ad. 

*Some Restrictions Apply ^ 

• Same Day Dosing • FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• Compassionate Staff . pREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

• All Public Transportation i r r- • w n- i i 

qI Pront Door * Week ot Services on Your Birthday 

Sundance Metliadone Treatment Center 

4545 Broadway, Chicago • (847) 744-0262 • www.SUNDANCECHICAG0.com 




Whitney 


show up 

5 MUST-SEE CHICAGO SHOWS THIS WEEK 

By Josh Terry i redeye 

The week after the much-needed Thanksgiving weekend is always one of catching 
up with all the work and social obligations you let slide as you stuffed your face 
and relaxed. Looking at the listings at Chicago’s best music venues, this week 
is also stuffed with incredible shows. From new discoveries like Toronto’s Frigs 
to Whitney’s long-awaited homecoming shows at Thalia Hall, you’d be best off 
planning out your week to take in these bands, ©joshhterry i jterry@redeyechicago.com 


WEDNESDAY 

Frigs, Luggage, 

Whimm, Heavy Dreams 

The Hideout 

1354 W. WabansiaAve. 773-227-4433 
Toronto postpunks Frigs have only a 
smattering of releases to their name, mostly 
two-song cassette-based singles, but they’ve 
already firmly placed themselves as one of 
the bands I’m most excited to watch going 
forward. With their latest release, November’s 
“ ‘Chest’/ZTrashyard’ ” single, the songs stretch 
out to five and seven minutes apiece but never 
meander or lose momentum. Along with 
Canada’s Whimm, locals Luggage and Heavy 
Dreams (featuring Dehd’s Emily Kempf) are 
playing in support. Tickets: hideoutchicago. 
com 


THURSDAY 

The Men, Vamos, 

Peekaboos, Fitness 

Beat Kitchen 

2100 W. Belmont Ave. 773-281-4444 
If you’ve been following RedEye’s music page 
closely this year, you’ll recognize openers 
Vamos and Peekaboos because we premiered 
the former’s video for local song-of-the- 
summer contender “Outsiders” and the latter’s 
most recent LP, “Help Stop Decay.” Both 
bands are among the city’s best rock acts, 
and it’s super-fitting that they’re opening for 
Brooklyn’s The Men, who are responsible for 
some of the decade’s best garage rock albums. 
Tickets: beatkitchen.com 


FRIDAY 

Ultimate Painting, 

EZTV, Deeper 

The Hideout 

1354 W. WabansiaAve. 773-227-4433 
If psychedelic rock is your thing, this Ultimate 
Painting show should be at the top of your 
schedule. Since its formation in 2014, the band 
has released a record each year and gets 
better with each one, especially on their most 
recent offering, “Dusk.” There’s no drop in 
quality down the concert bill either, as EZTV 
is on the sunnier side of psychedelia and local 
band Deeper is one of the city’s can’t-miss 
young acts. Tickets: hideoutchicago.com 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

Whitney, 

Trevor Sensor (Satnrday), 
Jimmy Whispers (Snnday) 

Thalia Hall 

1807 S. Allport St. 312-526-3851 
I ranked Whitney’s “Light Upon The Lake” as 
the best album of 2016 so far during RedEye’s 
mid-year roundup of favorite records so far, so 
there’s no way this hardworking seven-piece’s 
homecoming show wouldn’t be listed in this 
column. If you’re just finding out about the 
show, you’re in bad luck because both dates 
are unsurprisingly sold out. But if you can find 
a buddy with an extra ticket, this’ll be quite the 
party, especially with Illinois songwriter Trevor 
Sensor opening Saturday and former Chicago- 
based pop auteur Jimmy Whispers kicking off 
the show on Sunday. Tickets: Sold out 
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TUESDAY’S SOLUTIONS 



TODAY IN THE YEAR... 


ACROSS 

1 Show entertainment 
industry 
4 “Get lost!” 

9 Decays 
13 Western state 

15 Choctaw or Cherokee 

16 Chain of family 
restaurants 

17 Excavation site 

18 Irritates 

19 Coffin stand 

20 Word divisions 

22 Corpse 

23 Baby dogs 

24 Wedding words 
26 Bits of parsley 

29 Rather emerald in color 

34 Sax great, to fans 

35 Disgusting 

36 Jacuzzi 

37 Engagement symbol 

38 Browned bread 

39 Actor Scott _ 

40 Fall month: abbr. 

41 Very small 

42 Dangerous fish 

43 Most annoying 

45 Actor Kevin _ 

46 Egg producer 

47 Twofold 

48 Greek cheese 

51 T aking into custody 

56 Chess piece 

57 Objectives 

58 “Old King 

60 “Nay” voter 

61 Upper crust 

62 Big birds from Australia 

63 Utilizes 

64 Take it easy 

65 Napoleon or Hirohito: 
abbr. 



1803 : Spain completed the process of ceding Louisiana to France, which had sold it to the United 
States. 

1900 : Irish writer Oscar Wilde died in Paris at age 46. 

1936 : London’s famed Crystal Palace, constructed for the Great Exhibition of 1851, was destroyed 
in a fire. 

1966 : The former British colony of Barbados became independent. 

1982 : The Michael Jackson album “Thriller” was released by Epic Records. 


DOWN 

1 Hobo 

2 It’s or ’tis 

3 Crazy 

4 Sandal parts 

5 Beds for babies 

6 Small brook 

7 As busy as _ 

8 Least tidy 

9 Gift bow material 

10 Sandusky’s state 


11 _ the line; obeyed 

12 Lively 

14 Lending a hand 
21 Olympic sled 

25 _ Moines, lA 

26 Razor sharpener 

27 TV’s “The _ Is Right” 

28 Talks wildly 

29 19th-century 
U.S. president 

30 Pinkish, as a complexion 


31 Newton or Stern 

32 Tire in the trunk 

33 _-panky; underhanded 
activity 

35 _ into; enters 

38 Adolescent 

39 Sacred cup 

41 Even score 

42 Quarrel 

44 Military pants 

45 West English county 


47 Actress Burke 

48 Berlin sehora 

49 Very long times 

50 Carry 

52 Actor’s part 

53 Metal bar 

54 City in Alaska 

55 Sad 

59 Uncanny sense, for short 


SLEEP RESEARCH STUDY 
FOR PEOPLE WITH LUNG DISEASE: 


Volunteers are invited to join this study: you must be over 
age 45 years, have either emphysema or chronic bronchitis 
and difficuity faiiing asieep or staying asieep to quaiify. 



We are testing a program to improve sleep 
in people with lung disease. Volunteers 
eligible for the study will participate in 6 
weekly sessions in one of four behavioral 
or educational programs. The programs are 
offered by the University of Illinois at Chicago 
and the Hines VA. Health evaluations include 
an overnight sleep study, lung function tests, 
two blood draws, activity monitoring and 
questionnaires. Compensation is provided to 
enrolled participants, all program activities 
and testing are free and free parking is 
provided. 


For more information call Mary Kapella PhD, RN or Franco Laghi MD at 
(312) 996-1575, 9:30AM to 4:00PM, Monday thru Friday at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, Center for Narcolepsy, Sleep & Health Research. This study 
is funded by the National Institutes of Health. 


BLICK 

art materials 


SHOP OUR HOLIDAY^ mm TODAY! 


EVANSTON 1755 MAPLE AVE. 847-425-9100 
LINCOLN PARK 1574 N. KINGSBURY 312-573-0110 




\ 5CZ m 

I ENTIRE CUSTOM PRINTING 
FRAMING ORDER! 

- V Let our Design Center experts help you customize your holiday! Create lasting memories 
I -'■ I with archival quality papers and over 1,000 mouldings to choose from. 

I Bring in your artwork by December 6^" 

^ for pickup by December 24^". 

T t; \ ;| CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFER VALID 11/10/16 TO 12/6/16. ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY 12/6/16 FOR PICKUP BY 12/24/16. 
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GETTY IMAGES PHOTOS 


WANT MORE DIR T? 


Oh, weVe got dirt. Get the scoop on your favorite musicians, actors and reality TVers all day long at redeyechicago.com. 


THE DIGIT 


The final frontier 

CBS All Access’ “Star Trek: Discovery” has cast original “Rent” star Anthony Rapp| as Lieutenant Stamets, a “fungus expert and Starfleet science officer” who happens to be 
gay, according to Vulture. The powers that be behind the upcoming series promised in August that it would have a gay character, and it seems they’re making good on 
that. Earlier this year, “Star Trek Beyond” depicted John Cho’s version of the character Sulu as being gay, though original Sulu actor George Take! (who is gay IRL) insisted 
that his version was not. Now we wait for the appalled Tweetstorms of angry old-school T rekkies. 


Ben McKenzie and Morena Baccarin are engaged, ac- 
cording to US Weekly. The two “Gotham” stars met on 
set in 2014 and welcomed a daughter, Frances, earlier 
this year. Are we going to let McKenzie go off and be 
happy without reminding him that he got his start as 
the dramatic brooding bad boy on “The O.C.”? 


go to any means 
to ensure that he 


stays in. 


-Actress Leah Remini, to the Hollywood 
Reporter, on Tom Cruise’s involvement in 
the Church of Scientology. She spoke to THR 
ahead of the debut of her A&E docuseries 
“Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath.” 
The eight-part series, which premiered last 
night, focuses on her former involvement in 
the church and the “shocking stories of abuse, 
heartbreak and harassment” alleged by other 
former members. 


That’s how many years it’s been since Netflix 
protagonist Jessica Jones first made her comic 
book debut. In an interview with Vulture to cel- 
ebrate the occasion, co-creator Brian Michael 
Bendis said, “The show and the comic’s 
similarities are interesting and their dif- 
ferences are interesting. Now that the 
comics version of Jessica and the 
TV version both exist and have their 
footing, it seems that FJessica Jones’! 
the showl should make the mostbut of 
being a TV show, and ‘Jessica Jones’ the 
comic should make the most out of b^ing 
a comic.” 


THE QUOTE 

“I think there 
was a time 
where mayhe 
Scientology was 
more accepted 
and I didn’t 
particularly 
find him to 
he a great 
example of 
Scientology— I 
made that very 
known to my 
church. But 
Tom is very 
protected in 
the church, and 
the church will 


No ‘Rogue Two* 

In an interview with Empire Magazine, Lucasfilm presi- 
dent Kathleen Kennedy confirmed that the upcom- 
ing “Star Wars” prequel “Rogue One” will indeed be a 
standalone movie, slashfilm.com reported. “Rogue 
One” director Gareth Edwards added 
that a sequel to the film would 
be directed by George Lucas, 
referencing the fact that the 
original “Star Wars: A New 
Hope” is technically the se- 
quel to the upcoming film. 

Knowing Lucasfilm, we can 
expect three more prequels 
and a never-ending line 
of books to accompany 
them anyway. 


red hot 




